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Abstract

Increasing rate of unemployment among the graduates of Iranian higher education system, particularly
the graduates of agricultural colleges has been developed into one of the major socio- economic
problems of the nation. Considering the importance of entrepreneurship in job related competencies of
graduates the present research was conducted to exploring the effect of social capital components on
competency of entrepreneurship opportunity recognition among agricultural students University of
Zabol. The population of the study was consisted of all the 370 agricultural senior students in University
of Zabol. Using Bartlett’s table, 132 students were selected as the sample using the proportionate
stratified sampling method. The main instrument in this study was questionnaire which its validity was
confirmed by the panel of experts and its reliability was confirmed by Cronbach's Alpha coefficient.
Data were analyzed by SPSSwinzs software in two parts of descriptive and inferential statistics. Findings
revealed that the present status of competency of entrepreneurship opportunity recognition among
agricultural students was at lower than the moderate level. Based on the results of research the social
capital components (boding and bridging) have a positive and significant effect on competency of
entrepreneurship opportunity recognition among agricultural students of Zabol University. The finding
of this study can contribute to the improvement of competency of entrepreneurship opportunity
recognition among agricultural students for policymakers, planning and Manager of higher education
programs in agriculture.

Keywords: Bonding Social Capital, Bridging Social Capital, Entrepreneurship Opportunity
Recognition, Higher Agricultural Education
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