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Abstract

Agricultural extension is one of the main tools of government for supporting agriculture sector which
lead to increasing productivity in agricultural sector through communicating useful knowledge, skill and
attitude. In spite of longstanding presence of agricultural extension in Iran, the economic outcomes of
most of the extension activities have not been assessed. Limited financial resources, lack awareness of
some principals about importance of extension and pressure of deciding institution about budget make
the economic assessment of agricultural extension necessary. Extension systems either provided by
governmental sector or provided by private sector must produce enough economic benefit to compensate
their costs. Thus, the purposes of this review study is to explain the role of extension economics in
sustainability of agricultural extension. Considering the outlined content some recommendations for

conducting extension economics research have been provided.

Keywords: extension economics, economic analysis, agricultural extension, sustainability of
extension.
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