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Abstract

Across the world, agricultural extension plays an important role in increasing agricultural productivity
and improving farmers' conservation behaviors. The methods, techniques, and paradigms of agricultural
extension have been the subject of so many changes over time. In this regard, agricultural extension
requires new methods and paradigms for improving farmers' conservation behaviors. To this end,
modification and improvement of farmers' conservation behaviors were determined as the main
objective of the current study. By doing so, the suitable paradigm and appropriate extension methods to
improve farmers' conservation behaviors will be introduced. This study is based on the documentary
research method which was accomplished using literature review and/or studying printed and electronic
resources. The results showed that many of agricultural extension activities are still based on the
technology transfer paradigm. But a paradigm shift should be occurred to improve farmers' conservation
behaviors. Thus, extension activities must be based on an ecological knowledge paradigm. In other
words, communicative rationality should be applied instead of instrumental rationality.

Keywords: Technology transfer, ecological knowledge system, conservation behavior.
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