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Rethinking in farmers' soil conservation behavior: Methodological insights
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Abstract

Farmers' soil conservation practices and behaviors can have a great impact on quality of the environment
and agriculture. But, unfortunately, many of the research results in this context are misleading, because
most of researchers do not use a valid and reliable methodology to measure behavior. In this regard, the
main objective of the present study was to rethink the farmer-oriented soil conservation studies. This
rethinking was necessary not only to introduce methods for measuring soil conservation behaviors, but
also to offer practical approaches and suggestions for their proper measurement. This study is based on
the documentary research method which was accomplished using literature review and/or studying
printed and electronic resources. The results of the study showed that soil conservation behavior
measurement tools are divided into two types of self-reported and observational tools. In addition, social
scientists must consider the development of hybrid instruments for measuring soil conservation behavior
(especially when it comes to measuring the farmers' actual soil conservation behaviors) and they must
do this by combining self-reported and observational methods. The results also revealed that qualitative
methods are suitable for designing questionnaire's pre-test and wording. Researchers can use the
combination of these two methods in their research on soil conservation behavior. For example, they
can use qualitative data to develop quantitative measurement tools or to increase explanatory power of
guantitative instruments.

Keywords: Observational behavior, Self-reported behavior, soil conservation.
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