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Evaluation of Rural Women's Micro Credit Funds using a Responsive
Evaluation Model

Abstract

Micro-credit funds mean giving micro loans to low-income groups with their required skills and
technologies in other to eliminate deprivation, poverty and it is done to carry out small activities. The present
study is a qualitative research and its methodology is a case study. Informants were selected using snowball
sampling. Also, the responsive evaluation model has been used in this paper. For this purpose seven stages
were designed including: identifying stakeholders, identifying stakeholders' concerns, selecting priorities
and conceptualizing them in evaluating, designing materials and methods, summarizing results, validating
results and presenting suggestions. The results identified the functions of the Micro Credit Funds including
four economical, psychological, social, and cultural functions and evaluated the utility of these functions.
In the evaluation of the management process, informants of research considered "justice”, "avoiding of
Favoritism™ and "order" as the basis for judging the performance of the management. Evaluation of financial
and supervisory training support, from the women's Micro-credit funds, was also considered.
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