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Abstract

The main purpose of this descriptive- correlative survey was to study of mechanisms of organizational
entrepreneurship development in rural development cooperatives of Zanjan Province. The statistical
population of the study consisted of all main members of administrative board in the cooperatives of
Zanjan Province (N=335). According to the Bartlett et al. (2001) table, a sample size of 120 was selected
using a stratified random sampling technique. A questionnaire was used to collect the data. A panel of
experts confirmed the validity of the questionnaire. A pilot study was conducted to establish the
reliability of the instrument. The Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient for the main scale of the questionnaire
was higher than 0.75. The descriptive results showed that four variables including professional skills
and experience of the managers and members of the cooperatives, improving the communication skills
of managers and members of the cooperatives, educational level of managers and members of the
cooperatives and increasing the members’ participation in the process of planning, decision-making and
management of the cooperatives have achieved the highest priority, respectively. The results of the
factor analysis revealed that five factors namely, reinforcing communicative- human capital, structural,
environmental, improving entrepreneurial skills and educational- cognitive explained 64.55 percent of
total variances of mechanisms of organizational entrepreneurship development in the cooperatives.

Keywords: Zanjan province, Organizational entrepreneurship, Mechanism, Rural development
cooperatives.
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